
October , 2004 

TOPCAP 
The Ottawa Remote Control Club Newsletter  

 
This Month’s Meeting: Tuesday, October  5, 2004 

Entertainment for the October meeting will be: 
How to Mold Fiberglass Par ts 
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I hope everyone has had a fun season of flying.  I certainly did.  The ORCC is doing well.  From my 
perspective, we have had a great year with many successful events.  In fact, virtually every event has been 
blessed with perfect weather and good attendance.  In addition, I’d like to boast a little about the fine 
showing on the winner’s podium by members from our glider group at various events throughout the season.  
I think that the membership of the club needs to be aware of the fact our glider group is comprised of some 
very experienced and highly skilled pilots who consistently either win or place high in the standings at inter-
club events.  Congrats, guys! 
 
Editor of TopCap 
 
I’d like to take this opportunity to thank Mark Josefowich for volunteering to take over the duties of editor of 
our monthly newsletter.  Our previous editor, Tom Ross, became ill over the summer and, following his 
physician’s recommendation, has had to cut back on his activities.  A big THANK YOU to Tom for all of the 
time, energy, enthusiasm…and perseverance he has put into making sure that the membership has a quality 
newsletter to read every month. 
 
Annual Zone Meeting 
 
Just a reminder to interested members that our Annual Zone Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, October 24th 
at the National Aviation Museum.  This is an all-day event beginning at approximately 9am.  A BBQ lunch 
can be purchased at a reasonable cost.  All are welcome…bring along a model or two to display. 
 
Volunteers Needed 
 
We urgently need ORCC volunteers to fill the following functions: 
 

1) Registration desk at the Annual Zone Meeting 
2) Workshop Coordinator for presentations at our monthly club meetings 

 
If you are interested in either of these activities please contact me (coordinates below). 
 
New ORCC President Needed 
 
…And speaking of volunteers, it’s that time again…time to choose a new President for the ORCC.  My 2-
year term of office ends at the December meeting.  It has been a very rewarding position for me…thanks to 
an absolutely fabulous Executive Committee and a very supportive membership.  It has been an honour for 
me to represent the interests of the ORCC membership. 
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I would encourage all members to think seriously about expressing your interest in the position.  The club is 
stable, financially secure, and there is a solid Executive Committee in place to help you out.  From my 
perspective, good organization skills and the ability to delegate are essential to the position.  Honestly, the 
workload is not extensive. 
 
If you are thinking about running for president and would like to know more about the position please feel 
free to contact me. 
 
Constitutional Changes 
 
Also at the December meeting, the membership votes on potential changes to the club’s constitution.  In 
order to do so, it is important that you table you proposal in advance of the meeting.  The constitution of the 
ORCC is available on the club’s website for your review. 
 
Fall Fun Fly – Don Paquette Memorial 
 
The ORCC will hosting our Fall Fun Fly on Saturday, October 16th.  This year’s event will be dedicated to the 
memory of Mr. Don Paquette, who passed away last year.  For those of you who didn’t have the chance to 
get to know Don, he was a longstanding member of the ORCC who made numerous significant and high 
profile contributions to model aviation in Canada. 
 
I hope that as many of you can attend as possible.  Members from other clubs in the region are, as always, 
heartily encouraged to attend.  The Fall Fun Fly is a relaxed event with a BBQ lunch, raffle and lots of other 
prizes.  Best of all it’s a great opportunity to fly and chat with your friends and buddies. 
 
Proof of MAAC or AMA membership required for on-site registration. 
 
Display ORCC and MAAC Membership Cards 
 
Just another friendly reminder to be sure to display your ORCC membership card and your MAAC 
membership cards prominently on either your field box or your person.  This is a requirement of both MAAC 
and the ORCC. 
 
Questions…concerns… 
 
If you have a question or concern about anything relating to the ORCC I invite you to contact me directly at 
jweekes@ccsa.ca  or call me at home 727-0066 or on my cell 889-2025.  I want to ensure that your 
experience as a member of the ORCC is as enjoyable as possible. 
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2004 has been a great season for ORCC training.  This year we started with many anxious students.  Our 
student number grew to 18 and we managed to graduate five students.  Graduated students are: John D. 
Cuss, Kevin Tracy, Steve Gutz, Andre Blais in power field and Fred Forbes as an electric pilot.  
Congratulations to you all and safe flying.  I would like to take this opportunity and thank our active 
instructors for their dedication and hard work.  We know you are all very busy and the time you sacrifice is 
greatly appreciated.  Many thanks to Brent Norman, Michael Torunski, Clifton W. Bell, and David Rees, who 
managed to make it on every Wednesday, and thanks also to Eric Dainty, Dave Penchuk Brian Wattie who 
helped us whenever they were available.  This year we had a shortage of instructors despite having many 
names submitted on our web page.  I hope we will have more participation next year.  We need your 
support.  If you are interested in helping us, here is how to do it: 
 
ORCC Instructor Qualifications: 
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- Instructors must have been a pilot for a minimum of two years and must be a member of the club. 
- Instructors must have participated in the Flight Training Program as assistant instructor for full one flying 
season. 
- Instructors must have mastered dead-stick landings under any wind direction and condition. 
- Instructors must have thorough knowledge of the club rules and regulations. 
- Instructors must have good knowledge of radio control, control issues in general, and a thorough 
understanding of batteries and their proper maintenance. 
- Power instructors must have good knowledge of engines (and/or motors) and their operation. 
- Sailplane instructors must be experienced in flight-line layout, safety, and winch operation and 
maintenance. 
- Instructors must have good knowledge of aeronautical issues in general. 
 
For more information please contact ORCC CFI Shahram Ghorashi at 613-726-8709, 
or Email: cfi@ottawarcclub.ca 
I hope that everyone has a great season of fun and safe flying. 
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The O.R.C.C. held its fall float fly on Saturday, September 25, 2004.  I was very pleased to have 3 flyers 
from Cornwall, 1 from Montreal in addition to 4 more from our regular Ottawa crowd.  Karl Kingston brought 
along a few spectators from Cornwall just for good measure.    
I was somewhat doubtful of the weather when I got up in the morning.  The winds seemed a little stronger 
than what I hoped.  However, by the time I got out to the pond, 
the winds were light and the skies overcast.  The winds stayed 
that way all morning which was perfect.  We got just a few 
sprinkles of rain late in the morning.   
 
 
I managed to get some video of Louis Rocque’s Cessna 180 and 
Gerry Pronovost’s Loening (next page).  Both these airplanes 
were a delight to watch.  I have converted the video to digital 
formats and I hope to post them on the web site.  In the mean 
time, enjoy these pictures of the event!  
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IMPORTANT NOTICE 
The location of the glider field has been changed.  The sod is being harvested from the fields where we 
normally fly so we have been requested to fly at another field in the area.  Effective immediately, no flying is 
to be done at the old location.  The new location is on the south side of Herbert Corners road between 
Manotick Station Road and Stagecoach Road.  Herbert Corners road runs east and west, just north of the 
old field.   
 
The access is from near the east end of the field and parking will be on the side of Herbert Corners Road.  If 
there is a north wind, as there was on Sunday, it will be necessary to operate from the far side of the field.  
We will be glad that most of the club winches are on wheeled carts.  The more prevalent west winds will 
make life much easier at this new field.   I hope you all get a chance to get out and see the new field before 
the season ends.   
 
Wednesday night flying is winding down and anyone who wants to fly on a Wednesday should get in contact 
with one of the regular flyers to ensure a winch will be there.  The Yahoo group ORCC-G on the internet is a 
useful tool for finding out if anybody will be flying.     
 
The ORCC glider flyers were again victorious in the ORCC/MATS challenge.  ORCC has won this contest 
ten times out of the past eleven years it has been run.  For those that don’t already know, the Challenge is 
one of the premier contests of the season.  The four top glider flyers from the ORCC go against the four top 
glider flyers from the Montreal Area Thermal Soarers (MATS).  The contest format, originally proposed by 
Lindsay Blair, has remained unchanged for the 11 years the contest has been run.   Four gliders are 
launched simultaneously, two from each club, attempting make a seven minute flight in a ten minute window.  
A flyer can re-launch as many times as he likes, but must have his plane on the ground when the ten minute 
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window closes or he scores zero for the flight.  Additional points are awarded for landing in a 1.5 meter 
radius circle.    

 
This year the ORCC team was made up of John Blenkinsop, Brian Buchanan, Gudmund Thompson, and 
Dick Mills.   
 
On the morning of the contest the weather was much better than had been predicted all week but was still 
less than ideal.   The sky was mostly overcast with the sun only peeking out now and then.  Winds started 
out light in the morning and increased during the day to about 20 KPH.  The lift was marginal at best with 
many of the early rounds being flown without anybody making the full seven minutes.  By noon, with half the 
rounds completed, the score was very close with ORCC leading by only 1665 points.  (ORCC - 17,840 
MATS - 16,175) 
The first round after the lunch break was disastrous for the ORCC with one member of the team landing out 
of bounds and scoring a zero for the round.  Consistent flying by the whole ORCC team for the rest of day 
resulted in a slim win.  The final score was ORCC – 34779 MATS - 33508.   
 
I want thank Jean Gravel, Vince Hendricks, Don Robertson, and Terry Walker for being there to support the 
team by shagging chutes, and timing, giving the pilots a much needed break.  A special thank you goes out 
to Aurele Alain who 
agreed to CD the 
contest.   He did a 
great job of enforcing 
the rules, running the 
computerized scoring 
and earning the 
respect of both teams 
with his even handed 
approach.     
 
Next month we will 
talk about the gentle 
art of aero-towing 
scale gliders.  
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ORCC Membership Counts 
Membership Type Number of Members 
Junior 17 
Life 9 
Non-Flyer 2 
Open 86 
Senior 34 

Total Members 148 
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Hobbico Airforce Airboat – Used one summer 
only – Includes everything you need to get on 
the water - .46 engine, radio, battery, starter, 
charger, and fuel pump. 
Separate value, about $550 new.  Selling for 
$300.  Will consider trade for some type of 
electric aircraft. 
Contact Claude Laplante, 258-9500. 
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Date Event 
October 5 Club Meeting – Fiberglass Parts 
October 16 Don Paquette Memorial Fall Fun Fly – West End Field 
October 24 Annual Zone Meeting – Aviation Museum 
October 25 Submission deadline for November TopCap 
October 27 ORCC Board Meeting 
November 2 Club Meeting – Proposals for Amendments to Constitution are due 
November 29 Submission deadline for December TopCap 
December 1 ORCC Board Meeting – Election Night! 
December 7 Club Meeting 
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Aerial Photos  
 
A photographer for a national magazine was assigned to take pictures of a great forest fire. He was advised 
that a small plane would be waiting to fly him over the fire.  
 
The photographer arrived at the airstrip just an hour before sundown. Sure enough, a small Cessna airplane 
was waiting. He jumped in with his equipment and shouted, "Let©s go!" The tense man sitting in the pilot©s 
seat swung the plane into the wind and soon they were in the air, though flying erratically.  
 
"Fly over the north side of the fire," said the photographer, "and make several low-level passes." "Why?" 
asked the nervous pilot. "Because I©m going to take pictures!" yelled the photographer. "I©m a photographer, 
and photographers take pictures."  
 
The pilot replied, "You mean you©re not the flight instructor?" 
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Don’t forget to send in your submissions for future editions of TopCap.  I’m running out of articles to include 
in here.  Also, we are looking for ideas for features at our upcoming club meetings.  If you have an idea of 
something you would like to see, please send your suggestion to anyone on the executive.  Even better, if 
you have something to talk about and would like to make a presentation, let us know.  We are always looking 
for new ideas, and will welcome any help you can provide.  
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On the next page, you will find a copy of the Proxy Form for use at the upcoming Zone Meeting.  If you will 
not be attending the meeting on October 24, please use the form to give your proxy to someone who will be 
attending the meeting.  Print out the page, or download one directly from the MAAC website, and fill it out.  
There will also be a proxy list available at the next club meeting.  Check the September TopCap for more 
information about the Zone Meeting, and the voting process. 
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Discount Hobbies 
Unit 106, 1803 St. Joseph Blvd.Orleans, K1C 6E7 

(613)830-2373 
Open: Mon.-Fr i. 9am to 9pm 

Sat. 9am to 5pm, Sun. 11am to 5pm 
Servicing your R/C needs since 1984 

Specializing in a Wide Range of 
R/C Model Products 

Recommends that When Flying 
Think Safety 

Thank you for your support from all of us at 
Discount Hobbies 
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21 Concourse Gate, unit 6, Nepean 
Ontario, K2E 7S4  tel (613)225-9634 

  

Hours: Monday to Friday 10am - 8pm 
Saturday 9am - 5pm 

Sunday CLOSED 
(Gone to church then Fly©n or Rac©n) 

  

Check us out for your Airplane needs 
We have a great selection of Batteries, Chargers, motors and planes for 

Electric lovers 
Engines, Fuel, plugs, props and much more for the IC Power lovers 
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Proud sponsor of the ORCC 
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ORCC Executive Committee 
President John Weekes 727-0066 
Vice President   
Executive Secretary John Blenkinsop 526-5136 
Treasurer Dick Mills 822-7529 
Memberships Aurele Alain 738-8797 
Past President Jean Populus 591-9738 
TopCap Editor Mark Josefowich 248-0514 
Gliders Brian Buchanan 824-3723 
Scale Sailplane   
Helicopter Len Gaultois 746-8526 
SMALL/ Air Combat Ken Park 823-1933 
Float Aurele Alain 738-8797 
Electric Paul Penna 731-5627 
Yachting& Indoor Jim Zufelt 733-1210 
Chief Flying Instructor, Power Shahram Ghorashi 726-8709 
3D Flying John Weekes 727-0066 
Winter Flying Shahram Ghorashi 726-8709 
West End Field Manager Karel Tettelaar 226-5023 
Pattern Flying Dave Penchuk 592-6706 
Postmaster Andrew E. Mileski 565-1827 
MAAC Zone Director Richard Lyle Barlow 613-348-1696 

 
ORCC Website : http://www.ottawarcclub.ca 

 

October  Meeting: Tuesday October  5th, 2004 
ORCC Club Meetings The first Tuesday of each month 

Date &  Time: from September to June at 8:00 PM. 
Location: McNabb Community Centre 

180 Percy (at Gladstone), Ottawa 
Submissions for the TopCap Newsletter can be sent to: 

Mark Josefowich, TopCap Editor 
69 Clifford Pvt, Ottawa, K1G 4Y2 

EMail: markjosefowich@ca.inter.net Phone: 613-248-0514 

 
Closing Date for  the November  TopCap: Monday, October  25th, 2004 

 
 


