
 

APRIL, 2004 

TOPCAP 
The Newsletter of the ORCC 

 
                    This Month’s Meeting: Tuesday April 6th                       

Entertainment for the April meeting will be:  
Concours D’Elegance 

Bring your finest model(s)for all to see!! 
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Your President’s Message 
         At the March meeting, I presented the 2004 ORCC budget.  Hopefully, we more accu-
rately represented the financial situation of the club…which, by the way, is reasonably stable.  
Following our standard approach, I asked each member of the club executive and the chairs of 
the special interest groups to put together their anticipated spending for this year. 
         I think it is important for all of the membership to be aware of the club’s financial status, 
hence I have decided to publish the budget in my monthly column.  The following table, which 
I distributed at the last meeting, is presented below. 
 

                          ORCC 2004 Budget         
 
                                   Current Funds (end of Feb./04):      
                                   Chequng Account                              $4,000 
                                   ING Account                                       $6,540 
                                           Total         $10,540 
 
                                   REVENUES:     
                                   2004 Revenues (Projected and Actual)      
                                   Membership (using 2003 totals)          $8,200 
                                   Auction                                               $197 
                                   50/50                                                  $200 
                                   Sale of Pilot pins (10 @ $5)               $50 
 
                                   Events:     
                                   Winter FunFly                                     $200 
                                   2-Day Thermal Duration                     $150 
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                                  Float Fly                                              $54 
                                  SMALL                                                $700 
                                  Fall FunFly                                          $175 
                                                  Total Projected Revenues $9,926 

                                  EXPENSES:     
                                  Flying Sites - Rent                              $750 
                                  Maintenance (West-end field)            $1,262 
                                  Maintenance (Glider field)                  $885 
                                  Maintenance (Float Pond)                  $150 
                                  McNabb Hall                                       $450 
                                  Website                                              $1,200 
                                  Top Cap                                              $400 
                                  Membership                                        $261 
                                  Administrative                                     $250 
                                  Discus Launch Contest Trophies       $40 
                                  Prizes/Awards                                    $200 
                                  President's Discretionary                    $500 

                                  Events (Projected and Actual):        
                                  Winter FunFly                                     $268 
                                  2-Day Thermal Duration                     $105 
                                  Float Fly                                              $75 
                                  SMALL                                                $700 
                                  MATS Challenge                                $100 
                                  Fall FunFly                                          $160 
                                                                   Total Expenses $7,756 

                                                    Net:  $2,170.00  

                                  Projected Cash in Bank (Dec. 31/04)       
                                  Chequing Account                              $2,170.00  
                                  NG Account                                        $6,800.00  
                                  Total Projected Cash in Bank             $8,970.00  

        As you can see, at the end of February, 2004, we estimated that we had a total of approxi-
mately $10,540.  This includes the ING savings account as well as the chequing account that is 
comprised of “left over” money from last year and money from 2004 registration dues. 
        We anticipate incoming revenues to be about $9,926, that is, if we replicate last 
year’s final membership count combined with this year’s projected incoming monies.  
By contrast, we anticipate spending a maximum of $7,756, leaving us with a net differ-
ence of +$2,170.  
        Accordingly, on December 31, 2004, we have projected out total revenues to be 
approximately $8,970 (can you tell that I’ve been talking to my accountant a lot lately?) 
>  
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You end up saying “Wow! I didn’t know I could do that” after a day of flying your SPAD.  Re-
gardless of what you decide to build always remember the basic formula of SMALL is your 
Fun Factor is directly proportionate to the flying time spent with a SMALL plane. 
          Luckily for us the SMALL-minded folks of the world have banded together and have or-
ganized special SMALL events for your enjoyment.  So what would you see at a SMALL 
event?  A lot of great guys having fun!  SMALL events area strictly non-competitive with only 
good-old open flying from dawn ‘til dusk.   
          If you think that this sounds like fun, plan to attend the 2004 Dynamic Hobbies SMALL 
event that will be held on Saturday July 24th at the Ottawa Radio Control Club’s (ORCC) 
West-end field.  Flying starts at 9am and runs to 5 pm.  
          Just think of it, no points to be made or lost.  No politics or judges to impress.  The Dy-
namic Hobbies  SMALL event is simply an event with little or no stress!  Flying is only part 
of the day’s adventure as you meet a lot of excellent people who are thrilled to share with you 
their own RC expertise.  People are always very courteous and generous and will rush to the 
aid of anyone having difficulty in the pits.  It’s always fun to watch the e-guys trying to convert 
the fuel boys, and vice-versa.  The other formula of “Time fly’s when having fun rule” is cer-
tainly to be observed for the duration of the day. 
          Before you know it, it’s lunchtime!  Dig deep in your pocket for that BBQ ticket that was 
provided with your 5$ registration landing fee.  Now take a deep breath, Ahhh BBQ!  …
Mmm!  Like most of us you probably slopped some mustard on your shirt.  Don’t worry so did 
everyone else.  The organizer of the event has provided a short lunchtime air-show for your 
viewing enjoyment.  I hoped you like it.  Look at the time!  Let’s get some more flying done.  
Well, now it’s 2pm and everyone stops to find out who won the big Raffle prize.  But don’t go 
away yet.  We still have a lot of fun prizes to give away.  By late afternoon the smell of the 
Roast Pig dinner has got your attention.  5pm soon rolls around and what better way is there to 
end your SMALL day outing with the ORCC!  …Dig in Ladies and Gentlemen, bon appetite! 
           See www.ottawarcclub.ca  for details for the 2004 Dynamic Hobbies SMALL event or contact the  
event director Ken Park at ken_park_99@yahoo.com or (613) 823-1933. 
 
           Hope to see you there!!! 
 
   

Safety precautions  
for Lithium Polymer and NiCd cells/packs  
1. Never fast-charge any battery type unattended. 
2. 2. Never charge LiPo cells/packs at any rate unattended. 
3. 3. Only charge LiPo cells/packs with a charger designed specifically for lithium polymer 

chemistry. 
4. 4. LiPo cells can ignite because of unmatched cell capacity or voltage, cell damage, charger 

failure, incorrect charger settings and other factors. 
5.      

Concours D’élegance 
…Just one more reminder that we will be hosting our annual Concours D’élegance at our April 
meeting.  This is a great event, giving model builders an opportunity to display their handy 
work.  We’ve made several changes to this year’s format.  It will have a people’s choice orien-
tation again (like last year), where those in attendance do the voting.  However, we have col-
lapsed the number of categories and reduced it to three:  sport, scale, and sailplane.  In addition, 
an award will be given out for the event Grand Champion.  As a cost saving measure we have 
done away with the ribbons…but there will be gift certificates from Discount Hobbies, Dy-
namic Hobbies, and Multi-Hobby.  We figured that folks would prefer to receive the gift cer-
tificates over ribbons or plaques.  The event is open to kit-built and scratch-built models…not 
ARFs and ARCs.  The person entering a model must be the builder.  The club executive re-
serves the right to make the final determination regarding a model’s eligibility to compete.  
Hope to see you there. 

Questions…concerns… 
       If you have a question or concern about anything relating to the ORCC I invite you to 
contact me directly at weekesj@rogers.com or call me at home at 727-0066 or on my cellphone 
at 889-2025.  I want to ensure that your experience as a member of the ORCC is as enjoyable 
as possible. 

          John  

First event of year (Winter Fun Flying) 
          This year winter fun flying was not anything like last year. The weather was not what 
we wished for. I had to change the date to Sunday and hope the weather condition would be 
better. On Sunday we did not have any snow, but it was windy and cold. The wind was blow-
ing at 40 km/h; therefore the wind-chill factor was high. Despite the weather condition our 
members and guests made the effort and attended. We had 14 pilot signed in. We had a new 
model OS 46AX engine to raffle and many gifts purchased from Multi Hobby. Thanks to the 
great support of Multi Hobby, we had $100.00 worth of gift certificates. Multi Hobby is one 
of the great ORCC sponcer, I would like to take this opportunty on behalf of ORCC to thank 
them for their on-going supports. By 8:30 in the morning our coffee was on and we started to 
register pilots. Thanks to John and Jack for their help with registration. Everybody was talk-
ing about how windy it was and should they fly or wait for the wind to calm down. I did the 
first flight, which was not that bad. Our fun flying started with welcoming everybody and ex-
plaining the rules and regulations for winter flying. Fun flying was slowed down for lunch. 
Thanks to Morris, our chef, hotdogs, hamburgers and hot chili where ready in no time.until 
2:00 pm after which we called the pilots in for the draws. The raffle went to Gerry Pronovost 
Other winners of gifts where Ken, …,… and myself. Some of us won more than one item, I 
felt it was not fair to other flyers. It is my suggestion that in the future we limit the draw to a    
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Thermal Thoughts 
 
          The long winter is almost over and it is time to start thinking about the next flying sea-
son.  The forecast is for lots of warm sunny days and evenings to enjoy the quite serenity of 
sailplane making lazy circle up to cloud base.  As well as lots of relaxing fun flying we also 
have a very aggressive contest schedule for the coming season.   A decision was made to have 
the fun fly contests run by the newer flyers to allow them to gain experience in running con-
tests and to hopefully diversify our contest tasks.  Let’s all make a point of attending as many 
of these events as possible.  I will be putting reminders of these events on ORCC-G e-mail 
group. 
 
        Date                          Event 
        May 30                      Fun Fly 
        June 5 & 6                ORCC Annual 2 Day Thermal Duration Contest 
        June 19                     ORCC MATS C2VM Hand Launch Challenge Round 3 
        June 27                     Fun Fly 
        July 25                      Fun Fly 
        August 21                  11th Annual ORCC MATS Challenge  
        August 29 Fun Fly     FUN fly 
        September 11 & 12   Ottawa Area Aerotow Arnprior RC Field  
        September 19           ORCC MATS C2VM hand Launch Challenge Round 5 
        September 26           Fun Fly 
        October 31                Fun Fly 
 

        In addition to all these events, remember that every Wednesday evening from “after 
work” until dusk is training night at the sod farm.  Instructors will be available any time the 
weather is suitable for flying and student pilots will be given priority on the winches.  This is 
also an ideal time for more experienced pilots to practice landings or to trim out new aircraft.    
          Don’t forget that the ORCC Concours D’élegance is being held during the April meeting.   
There is a special category for sailplanes so let’s all bring out our shiny new creations.  Even if 
you don’t have something to enter, it’s a fun time to see what others have built over the winter.  
You will have a chance to vote for your favorite.   
 
          Brian Buchanan 
   

single ticket per pilot. This should give each pilot a changce to win something. Once again 
thanks to every body who managed to come out and support our event. 

          Safe flying 

          Shahram Ghorashi 
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West End Field ... by Karel Tettelaar 
          We will be getting the Field back in shape for flying season as soon as the frost is out of 
the ground and the weather is reasonable; hopefully within the next few weeks.  A notice will 
be placed on the ORCC web site advertising the work party once the date is chosen.  In the 
mean time, please use extra caution when using the Field until we can get the safety fences in 
place. 
          I have set up a new “newsletter” specifically for the West End Field on the ORCC web 
site which will allow us to send special notices (field closings, event changes, work parties, 
etc.) to you via e-mail.  If you are interested in getting these notices, please sign-up for the 
newsletter in the “Forum” section of the web site.  If you are a member of the Forum, just sign-
in and choose “newsletter” and click on the appropriate box.  If you have not joined the Forum, 
Just fill out the registration and your approval should arrive in a day or two.  You then can 
choose the newsletters you wish to receive. 
          During the first week of March the “dangerous gas” detection system in the garage por-
tion of the building went into alarm state but the warning horn and light did not function.  The 
City staff quickly checked and reset the system and reopened the building for use.  However, 
in their investigation they determined that “the audible alarm is not particularly loud from in-
side the building and the external alarm light was burnt out.  The bulb has been replaced.  Un-
fortunately both of these devices are located on the outside West wall of the building and 
therefore may not be noticed by club members entering or in the building.”  To ensure our 
safety when using the building, the City will be putting up a sign on the entrance door notify-
ing members to check the alarm on the west side of the building before entering.  Please re-
spect this direction.  With the flying season upon us, it would be a good time for everyone to 
re-familiarize themselves with our responsibilities with respect to the alarm system.  They can 
be found on the West End Field page of the web site and on the notice board at the Field. 
          Just a reminder that the fence, gate and building are City property and are not to be tam-
pered with without the consent of the City.  Sometime around the first week of March some 
enterprising person(s) re-arranged the hinges on the gate so that it is possible to merely lift the 
gate off the hinges to gain access.  This has been repaired. 

 ORCC 2004 Events 
Event Name 

Concours d’Elegance 
Two-Day Annual Thermal Glider Event 

Doug Pinhey Float Fly 
SMALL Event and Pig Roast  

ORCC - MATS Challenge 
Greater Ottawa Aero Tow 

Casual Float Fly 
Fall Fun Fly 

Date(s) 
April 6 (Tuesday) 
June 5 and 6 (Saturday and Sunday) 
June 26 (Saturday) 
July 24 (Saturday) 
August 21 (Saturday) 
September 11 and 12 (Saturday and Sunday 
September 23 (Saturday) 
October 15 (Saturday) 

Indoor 
Flying 

At the “RA” 
(12:30-2:30) 
March 6th 
March 13th 
March 20th 
March 27th 

 

ORCC 
Membership 

73 
As of  Feb. 4th  2004 

 
Club Meeting Dates 
Tues. Apr. 6th  
Tues, May 4th 
Tues. June 1st 

TopCap Submission Dates 
Fri. Mar. 19th (for Apr. TopCap) 
Fri. Apr. 16th (for May TopCap) 
Fri. May 14th (for June TopCap) 

Dates to Rember  
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3 Year Memberships                                             ORCC Dues             MAAC Dues            Total   
(Must have MAAC for the same 3 year period)                                                 

Open              (3 Years ORCC & 3 Years MAAC)         $165.00                    $140.00                    $ 305.00 
Senior            (3 Years ORCC & 3 Years MAAC)         $135.00                    $140.00                    $ 275.00 

2004 MEMBERSHIPS ARE NOW  
AVAILABLE  

 
New for 2004:  In addition to our regular one year membership, the 
ORCC is pleased to offer three year ORCC memberships at a saving 
of $5 per year.  The ORCC requires that you have a valid MAAC 
membership for the same three year period in order to qualify for 
this membership.  Your three year MAAC membership can be pur-
chased through the club or directly through MAAC.  See your mem-
bership chairman for details.  

2004 Membership Dues 
1 Year Memberships                                             ORCC Dues           MAAC Dues          Total   
Junior   (under age 18 as of January 1st)                           $30.50                       $5.00                        $35.50 
Junior    (with Model Aviation Canada Magazine)          $30.50                       $16.50                       $47.00 
Open     (Over 18 as of January 1st)                                   $60.00                       $55.00                       $115.00 
Senior   (Over 60 as of January 1st)                                   $50.00                       $55.00                       $105.00 
Family   Open Membership                                              $80.00 
              (MAAC membership required for flyers)                     
Family   Spousal Unit and Juniors                                    $00.00 
              (MAAC membership required for flyers) 
Non-Flying Member                                                         $50.00                       N/A                           $50.00 

Email addresses for the following members are invalid. Please send correct ad-
dress to the TopCap editor: <teejay@mondenet.com> 

          Graham Collins            Tod Murray                           James Barry 
          Corey Groves               Douglas R. Wenham             Dave Burniston 
          Neil Lowes                    Andrew Robinson                  Martin Kronberg 



 

Discount Hobbies 
Unit 106, 1803 St. Joseph Blvd.Orleans, K1C 6E7 

(613)830-2373 
Open: Mon.-Fri. 9am to 9pm 

Sat. 9am to 5pm, Sun. 11am to 5pm 
Servicing your R/C needs since 1984 

Specializing in a Wide Range of 
R/C Model Products  

Recommends that When Flying  
Think Safety 

Thank you for your support  
from all of us at 

Discount Hobbies 
 

Dynamic Hobbies Inc. 
21 Concourse Gate, Unit 6. Nepean 

Ontario K2E 7S4,  Tel. (613) 225-9634 
Hours:Monday- Friday 10am to 8pm 

Saturday- 9am to 5pm, Sunday- 12pm to 5pm 

Check us out for all your R/C Planes and Parts 

Our Special Order system is second to none. We order 
every Saturday, you have it the next Friday 

Proud Sponsor of the O.R.C.C. 
Dynamic Hobbies 

Now able to serve you even Better 
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 President  John Weekes  727-0066 
 Vice President     
 Executive Secretary   John Blenkinsop  526-5136 
 Treasurer  Dick Mills  822-7529 
 Memberships  Aurele Alain  738-8797 
 Past President   Jean Populus  591-9738 
 TopCap Editor   Tom  Ross                                                         733-9470 
 Gliders   Brian Buchanan  824-3723 
 Scale Sailplane       Gudmund Thompson       837-0648 
 Helicopter   Len Gaultois  746-8526 
 Sailplane  Brian Buchanan  824-3723 
 SMALL / Air Combat  Ken Park  823-1933 
 Float   Aurele Alain  738-8797 
 Electric   Paul Penna  731-5627 
 Yachting & Indoor   Jim Zufelt  733-1210 
 Chief Flying Instructor,  Power   Shahram Ghorashi  726-8709 
 3D Flying   John Weekes  727-0066 
 Winter Flying  Shahram Ghorashi  726-8709 
 West End Field Manager  Karel Tettelaar .226-5023 
 Pattern Flying  Dave Penchuk  592-6706 
 Postmaster  Andrew E. Mileski  565-1827 
 MAAC Zone Director  Richard Lyle Barlow  613/348-1696 

ORCC Executive Committee 

 
ORCC Website :  http://www.ottawarcclub.ca 

 

May Meeting: Tuesday May 4th, 2004 
 

                                              ORCC Club Meetings   The first Tuesday of each month 
                                        Date & Time:                  from September to June at 8:00 PM. 

    Location:                         McNabb Community Centre 
                                                                          180 Percy (at Gladstone), Ottawa 
 

Submissions for the TopCap Newsletter can be sent to: 
Tom Ross, TopCap Editor 

2971 McCarthy Rd, Ottawa  ON   K1V 8K7 
EMail: teejay@mondenet.com ,    Tel: 613/733-9470 

 
 

Closing Date for the May TopCap: Friday April. 16th, 2004 
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